“WE WELCOME, WE WORSHIP, WE WITNESS”
December 23rd, 2017 4th Sunday of ADVENT and

December 24/5th Christmas Eve/Day

Merry Christmas From
Your Holy Family Family
Holy Family Office (902) 667-2523

Father Craig Christenson Parish Priest/Moderator of Cumberland County Glenna O’Quinn Parish Coordinator
Evelyn Currie Office/Finance Manager

Laurie Perry - Caretaker

Deacon Howard Gotell

“Dear Jesus, as we stop to enjoy this wonderful moment of 2017, celebrating
Christmas...celebrating Your birthday; we thank You for all the many blessings You
have given freely to our Cumberland County Catholic family and our Holy Family
family. This past year, there have been losses and struggles for us all, however we
are here to serve in the good times and even more, in the hard times. There are
those who struggle from financial worries, health challenges, those who struggle
from addictions and those trying to find a place of peace in their soul. Thank you
Jesus for being the only one who is there for it all, even when we have, at times,
set You aside. We know that when we have turned our back on You, that You are
behind us with arms open, a smile full of love and Your arms are strong to hold us
up should we need the help. We may turn away from You in our lives, due to different seasons of our faith, but we are
so blessed that You stay there with us through it all, waiting for us to say “Please come in, Jesus...please come and sit
with me.” This year, we will sit, stop and take the time to be grateful for the lives we have, the blessings we’ve experienced and the gift of You, coming to us on earth, to save us for Heaven. Thank You for this time of year, where we can
stop and be in the moment, forgetting all the worries, anxieties and pressure. Let us just enjoy this day. The end of a
year and the beginning of a new one and the celebration of Your birthday on Christmas Day. All together these experiences are hopeful, they are promising, they are wishes, dreams, prayers and hope coming together. The end of a year
and the beginning of a new one always gives us the feeling of “a do over” and making the new year, “better than” last
year. The birth of a baby in the manger, You, reminds us again that although we have choice in our daily lives, GOD is in
“control” of our lives and waiting to join us, if only we ask. Jesus, we forget that our home is not here on the earth, our
home is with You and our entire life here is to be helping each other get through this journey, so that together we can
all join in the eternal journey, there in Heaven with You. The meaning of Christmas has changed a lot over the years,
mostly because each generation loses something from the true meaning, however if we make a conscious effort to hold
on to the real meaning of Christmas and not “buy into” the things that the world believes to be of Christmas, there is
HOPE for you Jesus and HOPE for us. We must choose to tell the true story, Your story, that brought us Christmas. Your
Virgin Mother Mary and Faithful Father Joseph traveling to Bethlehem and needing a place to stay. Someone, just like
us, an Innkeeper, offered the only place that was left….a stable, with the animals and a manger filled with hay. The angels came to sing “Glory to God” and tell those who would listen “Do Not be Afraid!” We bring great news!!” and then
they led the Shepherds and the Wiseman to this amazing place. The birthplace of our King, born of His Father GOD,
Mother Mary and love of His earthly father; Joseph; born as a Human to give us HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE. We just
have to “open the gift”, we have to choose the “present” of faith and of a community for us to share, the gifts to be enjoyed. These things, this specific evening and the power of GOD’s blessings and miracles, can truly be a miracle changing experience for anyone. Happy Birthday Jesus, Happy Birthday to you Dear Jesus on Your Birthday!
Love your Holy Family family” Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings to us all! Xo glenna.
WELCOME AND BLESSINGS
If you are not of the Catholic faith, we welcome you to our Family. Feel free to come up
at Communion, cross your arms and receive a
blessing from Fr Craig or Deacon Howard.

Remember to Read Your
Bulletin for all the News:
Abigail Does!

Christmas Blessings
Christmas Eve 3 pm
Family Mass:
The M&M choir, made up
of children from 4 yrs of age
and up, to those of us who
are “children at heart”. The
youth are encouraged to
use their strengths and gifts
at Mass, and they lead the
music on the last Sunday of
every Month. The M&M’s, (Music & Ministry), work hard in the
month to prepare for the last Sunday We thank everyone for
the support and encouragement of our youth choir receives!!

Christmas Eve Mass 10 pm: Our Senior Choir
(otherwise nicknamed as the SKIDDLES by the
M&M’s Youth Choir!) will be sharing their beautiful gifts of music at the 10 pm Mass. There will be
Carole Singing at 9:30 pm, so please come to enjoy and join in the songs of the Season!

STRAW OF KINDNESS ADVENT 2017
Thank you to all who helped us fill our Nativity
Manger with “Straw of Kindness” for Jesus’
birth. Our parish did acts of kindness throughout ADVENT, and placed a piece of straw for
every kind act done. We have filled the manger and Jesus will be
warm and proud, of the work we did together! Thank You for
helping to make this a success!
“PARISH LIFE SKATE
December 30th Arena: 5:30—6:30 pm After at
the MacIntyre Parish Hall—6:30 pm for hot chocolate and treats! All are welcomed for fun!

Christmas Flowers Donation:

Thank you for
the donations for our truly beautiful Christmas
Flowers we have for the sanctuary.

Because of your support physically, financially and
prayerfully in 2017 at Holy Family:
 Tuesday Luncheon, shared a meal with 3000+ from Jan-Dec
2017, giving warmth, friendship and delicious food to those in
need financially, spiritually or as companionship. God is good!
 Vacation Bible Camp, a camp offered in July, had 110 youth
from ages 4—19 campers come to find out about Jesus and
His Love. As well an additional 55 “child-like” volunteers help
us make it happen, enjoying as much as the campers!
 Chase the Ace Fundraiser saw it’s highest Jackpot of $49,101
and this provided incredible support for all the projects, special occasions in our parish, but also supported the Saint Vincent de Paul Society and Between the Hearts Renewal Center
in Fort Lawrence, with financial support.
 Our Friendship Club started a new fellowship group including
parishioners, our Tuesday Luncheon friends and others from
our surrounding community, coming together to share stories, do a craft, have a snack, listen to music and feeling
warmth and welcome once a month as an outreach of our
Ministry of Care & Compassion.
 We have 55 youth in our Faith Development Program with
their families and learning of God’s greatness in their lives.
We have 17 committed and amazing teachers and assistants
who share of their time, faith and love for these families.
 M&M Choir won a GOLD Medal at the Sackville Music Festival
 Bell from St.Charles Church returned home and a new bell
stand and sign have been put together and will be completed
in January with your help and the support of the Knights of
Columbus Council #2916. This completed the last of the “wish
list” from our community that came together as one parish
and created our Holy Family family.
 Completed our year of “official” support of the Alchehade
family, however we still provided incredible presence and
support for our growing family, that saw the birth of the
twins, to add to their family of 4 this year.
 We hosted our largest (from the past few years) CWL Pancake
Supper, Fall Fair Turkey dinner and CWL Christmas Tea in 2017
 8 new families/individuals joined our community and we had
9 newly baptized children of GOD come into our family.
 The Life in the Spirit Seminar and Little Rock Scriptures added
many new “prayer warriors” to ministry, and this added to the
blessings of our entire family.
 We participated with the County on the most amazing County
MISSION, sharing together with 300+ who participated in person or on our live-stream option from home.
 Celebrations for Father Keith as he transferred, Sr.Teresa on
her “retirement” with 38 years of 68 years here in Amherst
and Deacon Howard’s 25th Ordained Anniversary and we also
welcomed Father Craig to his new faith family…
 St.Vincent de Paul serving all those who came with needs and
finding a way to help,
And so much more……...

Welcome Home—Are you looking for a new parish, or are you returning to your home after some time? We welcome you home
and hope you will continue your faith journey with us. Please fill in the form below and our Welcome Home Team will be in touch!

Holy Family New Parishioner Registration Form
Name(s): ______________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________Are you on Facebook? Yes / No
Email _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
Would you like church envelopes? Yes / No
Would you like information about Pre-Authorized Payments? Yes / No

Welcome to all Newcomers
Place this form it in the
collection and If you have
any questions call us at
(902) 667-2523.
Our Welcome Committee
will be in touch with you!

In Our Parish Life, In Our “Family” Life
Society of St. Vincent de Paul: If you would STEWARDSHIP NEWS: LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS:
like to learn more about the Society, how we
work, or learn how to become a volunteer with In January we are offering our “Living Your Strengths” course.
us, contact one of the members you know or Have you booked a spot?. Room for 8 individuals in this first one
contact the parish office at 902-667-2523
of the New Year, so please contact the Office as
soon as possible to register 902-667-2523.

MISSION
The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is a lay Catholic organization “Who you are, is the gift from GOD to You,
whose mission is: To live the Gospel message by serving Christ in Who you BECOME, is the gift to GOD from You!”
the poor with love, respect, justice and joy.

Membership Dues:
VALUES
The Mission of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul implies that
Membership dues for 2018 are being collected. You
as Vincentians we; see Christ in anyone who suffers, come tocan pay your dues by placing them in an envelope
gether as a family, have personal contact with the poor
marked "CWL dues" with your name and put in the
and help in all possible ways. On Behalf of the Saint Vincent de
collection basket or giving them to Pauline PettiPaul Society, we wish you a very blessed and peaceful Christmas. grew . Dues must be paid by Dec. 31/17.
Liturgy Ministry Workshop:
January 13th from 10—11:30 am
On Saturday Morning January 13th, there will
be a training workshop for all those who serve
or put their names on a YES Card to join those
in ministry. This is for those who did not
attend the one last year, for those who want a refresher of their
duties or our newest. If you are in different ministries and only
got to one session last year, this is a good time to do the other
ministry session. Please mark your calendar to be at this training. STORM DATE: Jan. 18th.

From the Holy Family
CWL
A huge THANK YOU to Maria Kirkpatrick for her excellent job

as Coordinator of the Amherst Christmas Cheer program, that is
supported by all the Ministerial Association churches. We also
want to thank Mary and Greg Williams who led this project with
help from Margie McAloon and Sharon Duffy as the “right and
left hand” but also to all those who helped in one way or another, donations, financial support, drivers, packers, and all the other jobs that need to be done, so that just under 400 will receive
Please remember to pick up the new Ministry Schedule. On the makings of a full Christmas meal. God’s Blessings to All!!
behalf of the Liturgy Committee, thank-you to all who give of
their time and talents to serving at Eucharist, as Readers, Ushers, Knights of Columbus #2916
Greeters, Eucharistic Ministers, Music and all other areas.
Regular Meeting—4th Thursday of Month
(returning for January 25th at 7pm)
4th Degree Meetings—1st Thursday of Month
(returning January 4th at 7pm)
Find out more by contacting;
David Gould, Grand Knight, 902-694-4418 or
Deputy Grand Knight Rick d’Entremont, 902-664-8610
Bingo takes place each Sunday and Monday
at 6:45 pm at Knight’s hall—5 Robie St. Everyone is welcomed to join in the BINGO fun.
Knights Breakfast January 2018
Join us in the New Year for the next
Knights Breakfast on January 13th
from 8-11am. Cost is $6.00 for a delicious and filling breakfast, served with
love!

Good Stewards…in everything!
Collection Weekly Update

Meetings and Happenings—JANUARY 2018

Dec 25—
29th
Envelopes
$ 2,678.75 Dec. 30th 5:30—6:30p
6:00 pm
Loose
$155.60
6:30 pm
Pre-Authorized
$1,458.00
Dec. 31st 11:15 am
Children
$16.65
Jan 1st
10:00 am
TOTAL
$4,309.00 Jan. 4th 7:00 pm
Christmas Cheer
$495.00
7:00 pm
Christmas Flowers
7:00 pm
$235.00
Jan.
5th
9:00 am
SSVP
$1,475.15
10:30 am
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS OF TREASURE Jan. 7th 10:00 am
6:00 pm
6:45 pm
Jan. 8th 6:45 pm
Jan. 9th 11:30 am
Jan. 10th 7:00 pm
Jan. 11th 7:00 pm
7:00 pm
Jan. 12th 2:00 pm
7—9:00 pm
Jan. 13th 8—11:00 am
Jan. 13th 10-11:30 am

Weekend December 16/17th

OFFICE CLOSED AND NO WEEKDAY MASSES
Skating Party
Mass
Hot Chocolate Party after Skating
Mass
Holy Mary Mother of God MASS
Knights 4th Degree Meeting
Prayer Group
Jr/Sr Youth Group
Mass
Liturgy Committee
Faith Development Classes Start
M&M Practise
BINGO with Knights
BINGO with Knights
Tuesday Luncheon
R.C.I.A—Becoming Catholic
Prayer Group Gathering
Youth Group Night
Stewardship Council Mtg
Chase the Ace Fundraiser
Knights Breakfast
LITURGY MINISTRY WORKSHOP

Church
MacIntyre Hall
Church
Church
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St
St. Charles/Navitity Room
MacIntyre Hall
Church
Driscoll Room
Classrooms
Church
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
MacIntyre Hall.
Landry Room
St. Charles/ Nativity Room
MacIntyre Hall
Driscoll Room
MacIntyre Hall
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
MacIntyre Hall/Classrooms

FUNDRAISING, FUN and FELLOWSHIP
INCOME TAX RECEIPTS:
Donations made on January 1, 2018 and
thereafter cannot be included in the charitable tax receipts issued for 2017. This
includes checks dated in 2017, or in a
church envelope dated 2017, but received on January 1,
2018 or later. Tax rules require these be treated as 2018
donations.

Holy Family Parish LOONIE DRAW
Dec. 17 Winning #2499 MARY COMEAU
$89.00 goes to Mary just in time for Christmas! Thank you Mary for your support!
Next Draw on January .
HAVE YOU PLAYED YET???:
-Numbers are sold before/after Sat/Sun Mass. Your number can
be played weekly at the office.
-Pay each week, prepay for a few weeks or pay to the end August 2018. Numbers removed, if not played for 6 months.
House rules are available.

2018 Offertory Envelopes
NOW Available:
2018 Envelopes are in the Gathering Area. If you don’t have an
envelope number and would like to have a box, contact Evelyn at
902-667-2523 and she will assign you a box. Do not use the envelopes until the new year. Thank you for your generous contributions that make all our parish life possible.

Chase The Ace On December 15th, DEBBIE DAVIS won
$188.00 Thank You!

Next ACE Draw— Jan. 5th/18
JACKPOT ESTIMATED: $ 5,600.00
Entertainment Line-Up

NEW YEAR PARTY AT CHASE THE ACE
—January 5th/18
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM CHASE THE ACE TEAM!!

Prayers, Worship, Blessings and Love
December 31st Readings
Jesus, Mary and Joseph Holy Family Day
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

Prayers for Those In Need

Please keep these individuals and their families in
Genes is 15:1 -6;17:3 -5,15-16; 21: 1 -7 your prayers:

Hebrews 11:8,11 -12, 17 -19
Luke 2: 22-40

PHIL LEBLANC
PAT FRENETTE
CHRISTINA MacKENZIE

PRAYER LINE—In need of prayer support? Start a prayer May these individuals and others in our families who are ill, be
chain of love and support for a loved one or for prayers for
yourself, call 902-597-8313 or Post your intentions on the Prayer Wall or in Prayer Box in gathering area. Special prayers can
be included in Prayers of the Faithful at Mass call the office.

able to find healing, peace and comfort from the Lord. Please let
us know if there is someone who is seriously ill, in the hospital or
homebound and would like a visit, receive Communion or
Anointing of Sick, by calling the office at 902-667-2523.

WE CAN HELP! Do you have a loved one in hospital, the nursing home or at home? We can pray for them and/or set up a
visit with them. Please just contact our Office and an Outreach
team member will follow up with a visit, a call or spend sometime with them providing some social interaction and another
connection to the outside community. Let us Help!

Mary, Mother of Mercy Prayer Group:
Regular Prayer Meetings Thursday at 7pm in the
St. Charles/Nativity Room. All Welcomed! Prayer
Meetings resume Thursday January 4th. 2018 at 7
pm MERRY CHRISTMAS—From the Prayer Group to All!

Our Deep and Sincere Condolences
...To all Parishioners who have experienced the loss
of a loved one and to the friends and family of:

NELLIE SHANNON—mother of Marlene Gould
LINDA NUGENT (TREWIN)- sister of Mary Wiles
“Eternal life grant onto your child O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them.”

4th Sunday of Advent Lay Led / Masses and Christmas Masses
Dec 23rd
Dec. 23rd
Dec. 23rd

4:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
Holy Family, Amherst

Mass
Lay Led Service
Mass for Theresa McGee by Holy Family CWL

Dec. 24th
Dec. 24th
Dec. 24th

3:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:30 pm

Holy Family, Amherst
St. Thomas Aquinas, Joggins/RH
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge

Mass for Charles Comeau by Mary Comeau & Family
Mass
Mass

Dec. 24th

6:00 pm

St. Brigid, Parrsboro

Mass

Dec. 24th

7:30 pm

St. Thomas More, Pugwash

Mass

Dec. 24th

9:00 pm

St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Mass

Dec. 24th

10:00 pm

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Stanley Gould by the Gould Family

There are No Masses or Lay Led Services for the Week of the Nativity of our Lord Sunday
Holy Family Sunday, Jesus, Mary and Joseph Masses and Lay Led Service
Dec 30th

4:00 pm

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert Lay Led Service

Dec. 30th

6:30 pm

St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge

Lay Led Service

Dec. 30th

6:00 pm

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Joe Patriquin by Eileen, Sharon & Barb

Dec. 31st

9:00 am

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro

Lay Led Service

Dec. 31st
Dec. 31st

9:00 am
11:00 am

St. Thomas More, Pugwash
St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service

Dec. 31st

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Clara Harnett by Chris Manuge

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God Masses and Lay Led Service
Jan. 1st

10;00 am

Holy Family, Amhest

Mass for Sheila Marshall by Holy Family CWL

Jan. 1st

11;00 am

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro

Lay Led Service

Our Holy Family family—Year in Pictures 2017

