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“At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that “they may be one
so that the world may believe” (see John 17.21). Hearts are touched and Christians come together to
pray for their unity. Congregations and parishes all over the world exchange preachers or arrange
special ecumenical celebrations and prayer services. The event that touches off this special experience is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.” - Not long ago, we were involved in youth basketball here
with our children, there was great competition (and sadly unhealthy attitude), from the teams that played for the
different elementary schools. Some of this was a fun rally call for each team to beat the others, and some of it
was very wrong. The youth that were playing were in grade 4/5/6 and the competition, (and hostility) was over the top that year. It
really became a terrible thing, for families and for the youth. Everyone saw it and yet knowing it was wrong, it had “always been like
that”. Then one day we received a notice that a new team was going to be created. This new approach would have each school,
Cumberland North, West Highlands and Spring St try out for this team. I remember the first try out and how weird it was for everyone. However, the coaches were determined to show these teammates the many things that they had in common vs the only thing
that separated them. Starting off it was difficult for everyone...parents suddenly who were on the “opposite teams” were suddenly
cheering for the same team. The youth were now working towards the same goal, versus trying to beat each other out. This new
approach spilled down into the other grades, within the schools, as they cheered for, what was once the opposing team. The next
few years were truly amazing, as these youth became friends, and starting looking out for each other. It was a great experience and it
was much more enjoyable for everyone. The neat thing was this new “attitude” towards competition, expanded to the other teams
we played outside Amherst. The youth played hard against each other but also they had learned that just because they were from
different teams, there was more in common between them than not. ~ This week we are hosting the Service for Christian Unity on
Sunday at 3 pm, joined by the other Christian communities in our area. This memory came to the front of my mind, because just like
these teams seeing the things they had in common, we as Christians have a lot in common as well, no matter what our religious background. It is truly wonderful to be part of these services and I remember the first one I attended here, and thinking how beautiful it
was that the ministers all came together and shared in the one thing that matters….our belief in Jesus and His sacrifice for our eternal
life. We all watch the news, and we are in a time when there is so much “noise” about the differences between groups and people,
versus the many things that we share. Sadly this type of division happens not only in different church communities, but also within
many other communities and within our own families. Focusing on the things that others do that are “not like us”, or separating from
our family because of different viewpoints. The truth from the readings this week, is that all that is of no value in the end. It is wasted life, because in the end we are not supposed to be looking out and finding the differences, but looking up and finding our everlasting home. We are all on the same journey no matter who we are; we are born, and instantly we are heading toward our death
(hopefully with some time in between). Same road no matter who you are, what color you are, what beliefs you have and what country you come from. We all want to be loved, accepted and welcomed here, but more importantly into heaven. Every single person. If
we buy into , or become a part of, the attitude that we must draw lines and separate ourselves, then no one wins. Just like the youth
on the basketball team, it is hard at first to let go of the urge to point out, or alienate,
those who are “not like us”, but the reward is great when we come together in Love
and Unity. Love has no differences, Love has no competition. Just like the words from
one of my favorite hymns…. “And They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love...by our
Love, Yes they’ll know we are Christians by our Love.” God Bless, glenna xo

WELCOME AND BLESSINGS

Please Park in Holy Family parIf you are not of the Catholic faith, we wel- ish spots, not the PRIVATE parkcome you to our Family. Feel free to come up ing for apartments. Help Us Be
at Communion, cross your arms and receive a Good Neighbors! Thank You!
blessing from Fr Craig or Deacon Howard.

PARISH LIFE, FAMILY LIFE
Faith Development News: YOUTH

STEWARDSHIP: LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS:
Our 1st LYS Session is FULL!!
2nd Session is Filling quickly!

Next Family Session: February 25th
Next Family Mass : February 25th
SACRAMENTS DATES FOR PLANNING PURPOSES:
Reconciliation/Gr 2 — May 5th, 2018, Saturday at 10 am
Confirmation

—

May 20th, 2018 Sunday at 11:15 am

1st Eucharist /Gr 3 — May 27th, 2018 Sunday at 11:15 am

We are now setting up another Living Your
Strengths for February and we have 8 spots
available and hope you will say YES! Please contact the Office as
soon as possible to register 902-667-2523. You will need to pick
up the book and complete a short survey before the session begins, so check in with us today!
“Who you are, is the gift from GOD to You,

M&M Choir : Practise is on January 28th at 6pm in the Who you BECOME, is the gift to GOD from You!”
church. Anyone who would like to join in the fun, can
come to the next practise.

Senior Outreach: We have a wonderful team

Friendship Club:

of parishioners who are helping us to continue,
On February 21st from 1—3 pm, we will be having our 4th Club
and grow, our Senior Outreach Program. We
day and we are looking forward to many new faces. The Friendare now taking names from our community of
ship Club is 2 hours of music, snacks and new friendships being
those who might like to have a 1 hour visit from
made. Each month we have board games out to use, the Dutch
our team, a phone buddy to check in and say
Shuffleboard for those who like a bit more action and competition. We have the crib board, decks of cards and we also try to hello or maybe just to play a hand of crib or two. These visits are
have an activity or craft that can be done. The Friendship Club is
a way for us to “check in on our neighbors” and make sure they
every 3rd Wednesday each month and the next dates are
know that they are still very important to our community….even
March 21st and April 18th, so you can mark your calendar!!
if they are not able to be here every week. Some of you are doCome out and join in the fun. All are welcomed, men & women, ing this already, and not part of our team, however we KNOW
and we look forward to making new friends with you!
that there is a huge need for support to those who may not have
family near by, spending their days at home alone (or in nursing
Remember that January 31st is Bell Aliant’s “Let’s Talk” day
helping to bring more awareness and less judgement for those homes) or maybe just in need of some social interaction to
brighten their day. This is available for both men and women
experience Mental Health difficulties. Holy Family is a safe
and we need your help to make sure that we are covering the
place for anyone needing supneeds that are out there. Contact the office with information of
port or a place to talk about any
someone we can visit, or if you would like to join the team!
challenges that they are facing.
Thank-You, from the Ministry of Care & Compassion
We are here for you.

Welcome Home—Are you looking for a new parish, or returning to your home after some time? We welcome you home and
hope you will continue your faith journey with us. Please fill in the form, drop in collection basket or bring into the office, and our
“Welcome Home Team” will be in touch!

Holy Family New Parishioner Registration Form
Name(s): ______________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________Are you on Facebook? Yes / No
Email _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
Would you like church envelopes? Yes / No
Would you like information about Pre-Authorized Payments? Yes / No

Welcome to all Newcomers
Place this form it in the
collection and If you have
any questions call us at
(902) 667-2523.
Our Welcome Committee
will be in touch with you!

PARISH LIFE, FAMILY LIFE
CWL NEWS:

Knights of Columbus #2916

There is no Regular Meeting in January for the CWL
members. Next CWL Executive Meeting will be on Knights Breakfast February 10th, 2018
January 24th at 10 am in the St. Charles/Nativity Join us for the next Knights Breakfast on
February 10th from 8-11am. Cost is
Room.
$6.00 for a delicious and filling breakfast,
served with love!

Lenten Update:

Last Year’s Palm Branches: Please
remember to start bringing in your
Palm Branches from last year, that
you might have at home. Last year’s palms are used
in preparing the ashes for our Ash Wednesday Service
and Mass. Drop off in Gathering Area in bin provided.

Regular Meeting—4th Thursday of
Month
(returning for January 25th at 7pm)
4th Degree Meetings—1st Thursday of Month
(returning February 1st at 7pm)

Little Rock Scripture Studies: 15th Year!
We are preparing for our next Scripture
Studies where we will be learning more
about the Psalms I from the Bible. This
study also helps us to learn more about
how to pray.
Little Rock is a scripture study program,
Society of St. Vincent de Paul:
offered on either Tuesday Night at 7 pm or Thursday Morning at
MISSION - The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is
10:30am for 7 weeks as part of our Faith Development for
a lay Catholic organization whose mission is: To live
Adults. The 1st week starts on Tuesday Feb. 6th and will run
the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor
until the last class on Thursday, March 22nd.
with love, respect, justice and joy.
The Book of the Psalms is a unique collection of the song-prayers
of Israel. To study Psalms is to study prayer, ultimately to enter
into prayer. The study will challenge participants to reflect on
their own prayer and life experiences. Psalms I focuses on a selection of twenty-eight psalms divided into three categories:





Psalms of Descriptive Praise
Psalms of Trust or Confidence
Wisdom Psalms
For more information please contact the office or Viola Corbett
at 902-667-3274 or to sign up for the Scripture Study Sessions.

Mary, Mother of Mercy Prayer Group:
We invite you to join Prayer Group Nights on
Thursday Nights at 7pm in the Church. Together we join music, fellowship and prayer
to support, encourage and be in our faith
with each other. As we continue to grow and as new people come to find out what we are all about, we have had
to move to more space in the church for our gatherings.
This is a wonderful blessing. All Are Welcomed!

VALUES - The Mission of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
implies that as Vincentians we; see Christ in anyone who
suffers, come together as a family, have personal contact with
the poor and help in all possible ways.
YMCA Community Kitchen:
Every Wednesday beginning January 10th the YMCA will be preparing a delicious and nutritious lunch for any who would like to
attend. There is no cost, freewill donations are welcomed. As
well, you can help in the preparing and cooking of the meal. For
those who are interested, you can assist and learn new skills
for preparing meals and this will start at 10 am on Wednesdays and then the lunch will be served from 12—1pm. Contact
Alison at 902-669-0005 or alison.lair@cumberland.ymca.ca

Being Good Stewards Of All GOD’s Things!
Collection Weekly Update
Weekend January 13th/ 14th
Envelopes
Loose
Pre-Authorized
Children
Christmas Donations
Initial/New Year

Total:

$2,544.00
$171.00
$1,458.00
$12.95
$5.00
$135.00

$4,325.95
$365.46

SSVP

LENTEN NEWS & HEADS UP:
February 13th 4—6pm CWL Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper more details to come.
Ash Wednesday: February 14th
1/ 12:10 pm—A “scaled down” service
with communion. to allow those who want
to come to the service on their lunch break
will have the time to attend and return to
work on time.
2/ 7 pm—Ash Wednesday Mass for the
regular Ashes distribution and Mass.

Meetings and Happenings—JANUARY 2018
Father Craig is away on Vacation from Jan 21st—31st
Jan. 21st 10 am
FamilySession: Pancake Breakfast MacIntyre Hall
11:15 am
Family Mass
Church
3 pm
Christian Unity Service
Church
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Jan. 22nd 6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
7 pm
St Vincent de Paul Meeting
St. Charles/ Nativity Room
Jan 23rd 11:30 am
TUESDAY LUNCHEON
MacIntyre Hall
Jan. 24th 7 pm
R.C.I.A
Landry Room
Jan.25th 7 pm
Prayer Group
CHURCH * New Space
7 pm
Youth Group Jr & Sr
MacIntyre Hall
Jan. 26th 7—9 p
Chase the Ace
MacIntyre Hall
Jan. 27th 6 pm
Lay Service, Holy Family
Church
Jan. 28th 10 am
Faith Development Classes
Classrooms
11:15 am
Lay Service, Holy Family
Church
6 pm
M&M Choir Practise
Church
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Jan. 29th 6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Jan. 30th 11:30
Tuesday Luncheon
MacIntyre Hall
Jan. 31st 9 am
Weekday Mass
Church
7 pm
R.C.I.A
Landry Room
Feb. 1st 7 pm
Prayer Group
CHURCH * New Space
7 pm
Youth Group Jr & Sr
MacIntyre Hall

FUN-RAISING For the FUTURE!!
Holy Family Parish LOONIE DRAW
Have You Played the LOONIE DRAW yet? It’s
Easy and Fun! Get your number and play for
the year and join the fun! This has been a
simple fundraiser for our community, and the
profit has helped us provide new things to
our community, (one example; covering the costs of the
“WORD AMONG US” Daily Meditation booklets for Advent
and Lent. These have been truly enjoyed and have added to
our Seasonal Celebrations.) Why not take a turn at the fun,
and help to support our community at the same time!!
Thankyou for supporting your faith family!!

Jan.14th Winning #124—Winner
SHAUNA GRAHAM
$85.50 was the winnings and a great start for January.
Next Draw on January 21st.
WHAT TO DO??
-Numbers are sold before/after Sat/Sun Mass. Your number
can be played weekly at the office.
-Pay each week, prepay for a few weeks or pay to the end of
December 2018. Numbers removed, if not played for 6
months. House rules are available at the office.

Direct Withdrawal (PAR) or Offertory Envelopes ?
Both options for giving, and supporting your parish programs and
services, and are great! Both provide an INCOME RECEIPT at the
end of the year, whether you donate $50 for the year or $500.
The automatic withdrawal from your account (PAR) is simple and
easy. It also helps with continuing your donations whether there
is a storm cancellation or you are away on vacation. This can be
set up quickly in the office or pick up a form in the gathering area.
Choose One Today and let us know how we can help you.

Chase The Ace Jan. 12th Winner : Kay Grant who took
home $194.00. There are 35 Cards remaining. The Next ACE Draw— Jan. 26th/18

JACKPOT ESTIMATED: $
Entertainment Line-Up
January 26th—Andrew Melanson
February 2nd— Herald Miller/ Eddie Dupuis
February 9th—NEWFIE NIGHT
February16th—Mark MacMIllan /Troy White

6,200.00

Prayers, Blessings and Family
January 28th, 2018 Readings
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

for Those In Need:
Please keep these individuals and their families in
your prayers at this time:

Deuteronomy 18;15 -20
1 Corinthians 7:32 -35
Mark 1:21-28

PRAYER LINE—In need of prayer support? Start a prayer chain

KEVIN LANE
DAVID SMITH PHIL LEBLANC CHRISTINA MACKENZIE MARGARET MARTIN

May these individuals, and those in our families who are ill, be
of love and support for a loved one or for prayers for yourself,
call 902-597-8313 or Post your intentions on the Prayer Wall or able to find healing, peace and comfort from the Lord.
in Prayer Box in gathering area. Special prayers can be included May they know that their Holy Family family is praying for them
in Prayers of the Faithful at Mass call the office.
May they experience the Grace of God in their illness and the
healing of the Lord’s hands, as He holds them in care. You are
WHY PRAY and WHO REALLY NEEDS
never alone in your illness or your life.
OUR PRAYERS??
At Mass each weekend, we present to our
Our Deep and Sincere Condolences
parishioners special requests for prayers.
One prayer request each week is for those
...To all Parishioners who have experienced the loss
who are ill, facing surgery or experience a health crisis. Prayers
of a loved one and to the friends and family of;
Work and if we have the names of those who are suffering, our
community will join together in their name, asking for GOD’s
grace. We ask you to help us by letting us know if you have a
brother to Mary Williams
loved one in hospital, the nursing home or at home who is ill?
“Eternal life grant onto your child O Lord,
We can pray for them and/or set up a visit with them. Please
and let perpetual light shine upon them.”
contact our Office and an Outreach team member will follow up
with a visit, a call or spend sometime with them providing social
As a prayerful reminder of a loved one, light a caninteraction and another connection to the outside community.
dle in the gathering area, for 75c and support the
Let us Help!
youth activities here at Holy Family.

Bernie Vosman

Cumberland County Mass and Lay Services
3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time Masses and Lay Led Services
Jan. 20th
Jan. 20th
Jan. 20th
Jan. 21st
Jan. 21st
Jan. 21st

4:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
Holy Family, Amherst
St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro
St. Thomas More, Pugwash
St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Jan. 21st

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Jim MacDonald
Lay Led Service
Mass for Erna (Sealy) Terrio from her grandchildren
Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Mass for Dorie Casey
Mass for the life of Jean (MacDonald) Crowe, whose birthday was
Jan.1st.

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time Weekday Masses and Lay Services
Jan. 24th 9:00 am

No Weekday Mass

Father is Away

No Weekday Mass
Father is Away
Jan. 26th 9:00 am
4th Sunday of Ordinary Time Masses and Lay Led Services
Jan. 27th

4:00 pm

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert

Lay Service

Jan. 27th

6:00 pm

Holy Family, Amherst

Lay Service

Jan. 27th

6:00 pm

St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge

Lay Service

Jan. 28th

9:00 am

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro

Lay Service

Jan. 28th

9:00 am

St. Thomas More, Pugwash

Lay Service

Jan. 28th

9:00 am

St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Lay Service

Jan. 2th

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Lay Service

COUNTY and COMMUNITY LIFE
Christian Unity Service:
January 21st at 3pm

Support Needed: FOOD BANK

This year’s Unity Service hosted by
the Ministerial Association, is being
held here at Holy Family next weekend on Sunday, January 21st at 3pm.
This is a wonderful yearly celebration with other Christian communities in Amherst and Surrounding Area, to show our unity
in our belief of Jesus and our eternal life with His Father
in Heaven.
Our community has always turned out to support this Service. Let us join our brothers and sisters in Christ knowing
"For where two or three have gathered together in My
name, I am there in their midst." Matthew 18:20

Amherst Food Bank is in need of some
items and has asked us to communicate to our parishioners. There is a
need for Hamburger Helper, Canned
Pasta and Pasta Sauce. If you are able to help with this
need, please bring to our gathering area and put in the
large “flower pot” that we use for the Food Bank donations that come in each week. If you have any questions,
you can contact our liason, Louise Tower at 902-667-8597.
Thank you for your continuous support of the Amherst
Food Bank. “Share your food with the hungry, and give
shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those who need
them, and do not hide from relatives who need your
help.” - Isaiah 58:7

Our Alchehade Family: As we approach the 1st Birthdays

NEWFIE NIGHT:

of our Alchehade twins in May, the family is in need of a crib.
Up to this point the twins have
enjoyed sharing a crib together,
however as they get bigger, there
is a need for a second crib. If you
are able to assist with this item,
please contact the office at 902667-2523

Our Famous Newfie Night will be hosted
on February 9th, at the Friday Chase
the Ace night from 7—9 pm. There will
be Newfoundland food to sample, music to make your
toes want to dance and there is always a few surprises
that make you want to come back again for the next one!
Book Your Calendar Now...so you don’t miss out!!!

ARCHDIOCESE and POPE FRANCIS
Pope Francis greets thousands of pilgrims for the General Audience telling them that the liturgy is a true
school of prayer
On Wednesday Pope Francis continued his catechesis on the Holy Eucharist during his General Audience, focusing his attention on
the Gloria and the opening prayer of the Mass. Speaking to the estimated 7 thousand pilgrims and tourists gathered in the Paul VI
hall, the Pope recalled the rite of reciting the Ancient hymn “Glory to God in the highest”. Echoing the song of the angels, at our
Lord’s birth, said the Holy Father, “we praise the mercy of the Father in sending his Son who takes away the sins of the world.” Pope
Francis noted that “the Opening Prayer is also called the “Collect”, because it gathers up and presents to the Triune God all our individual prayers.”
Importance of silence:
The Pope went on to explain that the priest’s invitation, “Let us pray”, is followed by a moment of silence, and he urged priests “not
to rush” but respect these silent moments, adding that without this silence we risk “neglecting the recollection of the soul”. Silence,
said Pope Francis means being ready to listen to one’s heart and above all, the voice of the Holy Spirit.
Liturgy a school of prayer:
Concluding his catechesis, the Holy Father underlined that “by reflecting on these rich prayers, and uniting ourselves with the Church
in lifting them up to God, we see how the liturgy becomes for each Christian a true school of prayer.” - Jan.10th Vatican Audience.
The Steubenville Youth Conferences, an outreach of Franciscan University of Steubenville, are a series of 21 conferences across
North America that bring 50,000 teens and their leaders closer to Christ every summer. Our mission is to build the Church by evangelizing youth and their leaders and invite them to embrace the heart and mission of the Catholic Church. Steubenville Atlantic, Canada's first Steubenville Youth Conference, is presented in partnership with the Archdiocese of
Halifax-Yarmouth and the Franciscan University of Steubenville. The event is held annually in
Halifax, Nova Scotia. The 2018 conference dates are July 6-8, 2018.

