“WE WELCOME, WE WORSHIP,
WE WITNESS”
Holy Family Parish, Amherst NS
February 18th, 2018 1st Sunday of LENT

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of GOD, has come
near; repent and believe in the Good News” Mark 1: 12—15
Holy Family Office (902) 667-2523

Office Hours Monday—Friday 9 = 12 pm Noon

Father Craig Christenson Parish Priest/Moderator of Cumberland County
Evelyn Currie Office/Finance Manager

Laurie Perry - Caretaker

Glenna O’Quinn Parish Coordinator
Deacon Howard Gotell

This week we continue thoughts for LENT with an “upward to Jesus, inward to ourselves and outward to others” approach to our experience. This week we continue on the “upward” relationship with Jesus. The 1st Sunday of LENT is about temptation. When we face temptation, it is the
time to look upward. When we believe we can’t make it anymore on the path we have chosen,
that’s when we need to look up to GOD; when we have been blessed beyond understanding is
when we need to look upward to GOD. Everyday we face temptations, small and large. Some have been facing these
temptations for years, some are just beginning experiences of temptation. Many of those who are struggling with their
faith, face a culture that tempts them to turn away, to not believe, to “find the physical proof” of Jesus. Today’s temptations seem to be faster, flashy and attention getters. But there are other temptations; the silent ones….the ones that
cause us to “roll our eyes” at those who are not like us, our lack of patience for someone in the grocery line taking too
long and we start showing our frustration. There are those temptations to turn away from family members who have
caused us pain, caused us sorrow, because we are “justified”. Or there are the temptations that are a “new friend” met
online, and more and more time being spent with them and less with a spouse or family. Temptations are everywhere,
and everyone has to face them. How can GOD expect us to overcome every single one that we face? GOD doesn’t expect
us to face anything alone. He asks us to invite Him into our lives, everyday. He asks us
to welcome Him in our relationships, our daily struggles and even more so, in all the
temptations that are faced. Jesus faced temptations, tempted by Satan. He completely understands the pain, the struggle, the “real” reasons to give in. He also knows how
to face temptation and win!! It is “through Him, with Him and in Him” that we are able to do the same. The Gospel today
reminds us that we are human and divine, made in the image of GOD, and therefore our struggles are His struggles, our
temptations are His. We were never alone, we are never alone...but we have to ask GOD in, we have to open the door
for GOD to enter through. Turning upward in prayer, in Mass, in thoughts and actions that is how we open the door, and
to invite Him in? Just ask Him, that’s it. When we don’t know if we can go further, turn to GOD. He is there waiting on us
to fight the temptations and celebrate our victory with Him on Easter Sunday. This week stop and take time to turn upward to Jesus. Put all temptations at His feet, and turn over to His care. GOD’S got this. - This past week we started our
LENTEN Journey with a delicious Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper. We had on Ash Wednesday, the lunchtime Ash Service with Deacon Howard and team, then the evening Mass with Father Craig and team. Father also traveled to the
County to lead communities in their Ash Wednesday observance. On Friday we began the weekly Way of the Cross at
6pm. We are all together on this journey and therefore we need to take the time to support
each other, lift each other up, be Jesus to those who have yet to meet Him and to be the Bible
that someone hasn’t read yet. LENT is a time to consider our life, our future and our belief in
Jesus and the sacrifice made of Him, so that our future could have the possibility, of eternal
life. This will be a great gift to share together in the end, however we have to get there together. Let LENT be the time to turn upward to Jesus and listen for His plans for you, glenna
WELCOME AND BLESSINGS

Please Park in Holy Family parIf you are not of the Catholic faith, we welcome ish spots, not the PRIVATE parkyou to our Family. Feel free to come up at Com- ing for apartments. Help Us Be
munion, cross your arms and receive a blessing
Good Neighbors! Thank You!
from Fr Craig or Deacon Howard.

LENTEN JOURNEY
March 25th—Palm Sunday
March 26th—31st—Holy Week
April 1st—Easter Sunday

ASH WEDNESDAY Feb.14th:

LENTEN VIDEO SERIES:

Thank You— To all who assisted in our 2
Ash Wednesday Ashes service/ Mass. It
takes a community, and we have a very
blessed one. Thank you to Chris Manuge
and her Liturgy Team for taking the lead
on planning and preparing our community for LENT and EASTER.

There will be a time after Mass at

WAY OF THE CROSS

12:45pm for “‘Luck and LENT” for a
light meal and group discussion on
Feb.25th, March 4th and 18th. Bring a
bag lunch or something to share with the
group. See more details on the back of
the bulletin. LET US KNOW YOUR INTEREST—Call office!!!.

6 pm :

Groups Leading the Way of the Cross
February 23rd—Catholic Women’s League
March 2nd—Knights of Columbus 3rd/4th
March 9th—Adult Choirs
March 16th— Stewardship Team
March 23rd—Youth Group
March30th—SSVP

LENTEN JOURNEY—REFLECTIONS
1st Week of Lent is based on TEMPTATION, from personal
comfort and pride. All of us have made choices based
on our pride, or maybe taking the “easy way out” by
choosing to be comfortable versus being like Jesus. We
are met with these temptations, daily, hourly. How do we
get from there to where Jesus asks us to be? How do we
turn from temptations? We turn towards Jesus. We turn
to Him for courage to face our temptations, and for the
strength and power to turn from temptation and for comfort when we fail. We turn to Jesus to help us and to lead
us. We just need to turn upward to Him.

DEVELOPMENT & PEACE Wk One: For
this year’s Share Lent, we are being encouraged to
come together for peace! You will find inspiring
testimonials in the Mini-magazine today in the bulletin. During this first week, our search for peace
takes us to Cambodia to meet ICSO, a partner
with D&P that works with minority Indigenous
communities to help them have their rights
recognized by the government, defend
their land against corporate interests,
and develop sustainable economic
activities that enable them to live
with dignity.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:
In February, Hail Mary prayed are for
those sick and suffering, and their
caregivers. You can still pass in your
count for the # of Hali Mary’s prayed.

PARISH LIFE, FAMILY LIFE
CWL NEWS:
Next Regular: March 14th, at 7 pm
CWL Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper:
Thank you to the wonderful turn out for
our Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper!
CWL GREAT JOB AGAIN!!! There were
over 220 happy, full customers for our Pancake Supper. A
huge thank you to our Youth who helped serve
and showed a great respect for our customers
and the important job that they were doing for
the community. We are very proud of the excellent job they did! Thanks Youth!!
STEWARDSHIP: LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS:
#2—LYS Session will be in April - taking names
We have 3 spots remaining

Knights
of Columbus
Regular Meeting—4th Thursday of Month
(returning for February 22nd at 7pm)
4th Degree Meetings—1st Thursday of Month
(returning March 1st at 7pm)

Knights Breakfast MARCH 10th, 2018
Join us for the next Knights Breakfast on February 10th from 8-11am. Cost is $6.00 for a delicious and filling breakfast, served with love!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul:
MISSION - The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is
a lay Catholic organization whose mission is: To live
the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor
with love, respect, justice and joy.

Please contact the Office as soon as possible to register 902-667
-2523. You will need to pick up the book and complete a short
survey before the session begins, so check in with us today!
VALUES - The Mission of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
implies that as Vincentians we; see Christ in anyone who
Why sign up and be a part of the
suffers, come together as a family, have personal contact with
the poor and help in all possible ways.
Living Your Strengths experience?

This is a great opportunity to identify your TOP 5 strengths
based on 34 total strengths, and then learn how these TOP
5 strengths help you to find a pathway to your “vocation”
in life, understanding better your purpose and your gifts.

MINISTRY of CARE AND COMPASSION:
Caregiver Tele Connect (CTC):
CTC is a 4 week facilitated telephone support group
for people giving care to a loved one who has a lifelimiting illness. This initiative can help you discuss
your concerns about caregiving and share with others on a similar journey, prepare to transitions in the road ahead and discover useful resources.
This may include caring for those with
cancer, heart disease, COPD, kidney or liver disease, dementia
or other neurodegenerative diseases.

Our mission is to enrich parishioners awareness and understanding of their unique God-given gifts, and the unique
gifts of others, for enhancing their home, work, community
and spiritual lives. The primary goal is to enhance the
sense of belonging we each feel within the parish community while increasing our individual levels of engagement. For more information, please contact 1-877-488-7390 or by

M&M Choir February Practises :

computer at www.info@CaregiversNS.org . This initiative is
funded by the Nova Scotia Department of Health and Wellness.

March 4th at 6pm in the Church

Faith Development News: YOUTH
Next Family Session and Mass: February 25th
There are NO CLASSES on February 18th and NO M&M
Choir Practise on the 18th—due to the long weekend.
SACRAMENTS DATES FOR PLANNING PURPOSES:
Reconciliation/Gr 2 — May 5th, 2018, Saturday at 10 am

May 20th, 2018 Sunday at 11:15 am
1st Eucharist /Gr 3 — May 27th, 2018 Sunday at 11:15 am
Confirmation

—

Friendship Club:
February 21st from 1—3 pm, is our 4th
Club day and we are looking forward to
many new faces. The Friendship Club is 2
hours of music, snacks and new friendships being made. The
Friendship Club is every 3rd Wednesday each month and the
next dates are March 21st and April 18th, so you can mark
your calendar!!

BEING GOOD STEWARDS OF GOD’S BLESSINGS!
Collection Weekly Update Meetings and Happenings—FEBRUARY 2018
Weekend February 10/11th

Feb. 18th

Sun
Envelopes
$2,099.85
Sun
Loose
$71.80
Sun
Pre-Authorized
$1,553.00 Feb. 19th Mon
Children
$13.25 Feb. 20th Tues
Tues
Initial/New Year
$5.00
FEB. 21st Wed
Total: $3,742.90
Wed
SSVP
$292.10
Feb. 22nd Thurs
Diocesan Pro-Life
$35.00
Thurs
Funny Thought:
Feb. 23rd Fri
A Sunday School teacher was
Fri
discussing the Ten CommandFri
ments with her 5 & 6 year old's.
After explaining the Command- Feb. 25th Sun
Sun
ment to “honor thy father and
thy mother”, she asked; “Is
Sun
there a Commandment that
Sun
teaches us how to treat our
Feb. 26th Mon
brother and
sisters.
Mon
Little Howie
Feb. 27th Tues
said, “Thou
Tues
shall not
FEB.
28th
Wed
kill!”

LENTEN JOURNEY TOGETHER AS ONE!
NO CLASSES / Long Weekend
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
NO M&M PRACTISE/ Long Wkd
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
11:30 am
Tuesday Luncheon
7 pm
Little Rock Scriptures #3/ Psalms
10—12pm Living Your Strengths #3
7 pm
R.C.I.A
10:30—12 Little Rock Scriptures #3/ Psalms
7 pm
Prayer Group Night
9 am
Weekday Mass
6 pm
WAY OF THE CROSS –CWL host
7—9pm
Chase the Ace
10 am
FAMILY SESSION
11:15 am
FAMILY MASS
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
NO M&M PRACTISE
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
7 pm
St.Vincent de Paul Society Mtg
11:30 am
Tuesday Luncheon
7 pm
Little Rock Scriptures #3/ Psalms
7 pm
PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL

Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
MacIntryre Hall
St. Charles/ Nativity Rm
Driscoll Room
Landry Room
St.Charles/ Nativity Rm
Church
Church
Church
MacIntyre Hall
MacIntyre Hall
Church
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
St. Charles/ Nativity Rm
MacIntryre Hall
St. Charles/ Nativity Rm
Driscoll Room

FUN-RAISING For the FUTURE!!
Holy Family Parish LOONIE DRAW Next Draw Feb 19th
Feb. 11th Winning #208—DIANE CHAMPAGNE
$ 170.00 was her WIN. How Much Will You Win??
WHAT TO DO??
--Any Numbers that have NOT been played since September
1st, will be removed on March 1st. - Numbers are sold before/after Sat/Sun Mass. Your number can be played weekly at
the office.—Prepay each week, a few weeks or to the end of
December 2018. House rules are available at the office.

2017 INCOME TAX RECEIPTS: Please Pick Up

Chase The Ace
Feb 3rd Winner : SHELLEY LEBLANC
took home $338.00 There are 31 Cards remaining. Next ACE Draw— Feb. 23rd/18

JACKPOT ESTIMATED: $

PARISH FUNDRAISER: “Living With Christ Subscriptions”
Order a new subscription or renew your present subscription on the RED FORMS on the gathering
area tables, and Holy Family will receive
$10.00 for every new subscription and
$2.00 for any renewal subscription. Complete the form and drop into the office to
Evelyn
Deadline: March 1st, 2018 Thank You!!

7,600.00

Entertainment Line-Up
February 23rd—L.P. Express
THANK YOU FOR THE HUGE SUCCESS of NEWFIE NIGHT 2018!!
Food, Music, Fun and Memories are always the sign of success!! We are grateful to Kay Grant and her Team!! Thanks!!

Your Income Tax Receipts before or after Mass
in the gathering area. Thank You!!

MARCH 1st—YOUTH FUNDRAISER The
Youth will be selling our Holy Family Cookbooks
with homemade dishcloths to raise money for
Youth Programs. Each weekend there will be a
display for you to pick up yours, or a nice gift for
someone, for Easter, as a housewarming gift or
just “thinking about you!” Cost $20.00

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS!
for Those In Need:

February 25th, 2018 Readings
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

Please keep these individuals and their families in
your prayers at this time:

Genesis 22:1 -2,9-13,15-18
Romans 8: 31 -35, 37
Mark 9: 2-10

May these individuals, and those in our families
PRAYER LINE—In need of prayer support? Start a prayer chain who are ill, be able to find healing, peace and comfort from the
of love and support for a loved one or for prayers for yourself, Lord.
call 902-597-8313 or Post your intentions on the Prayer Wall or May they know that their Holy Family family is praying for them
in Prayer Box in gathering area. Special prayers can be included
May they experience the Grace of God in their illness and the
in Prayers of the Faithful at Mass call the office.
healing of the Lord’s hands, as He holds them in care. You are
Mary, Mother of Mercy
never alone in your illness or your life.

Prayer Group:
We invite you to join Prayer
Group Nights on Thursday
Nights at 7pm in the Church.
Together we join music, fellowship and prayer to support,
encourage and be in our faith
with each other. As we continue to grow and as new people
come to find out what we are all about, we have had to
move to more space in the church for our gatherings.
This is a wonderful blessing. All Are Welcomed!

Our Deep and Sincere Condolences
...To all Parishioners who have experienced the loss
of a loved one and to the friends and family of;

“Eternal life grant onto your child O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.”
As a prayerful reminder of a loved one, light a candle in the gathering area, for 75c and support the
activities here at Holy Family.

Cumberland County Mass and Lay Services
1st LENT Sunday Masses and Lay Led Services
Feb. 17th
Feb. 17th
Feb. 17th

4:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm

St. Thomas Aquinas, Joggins
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Shirley Grabka by Blanche Andrews
Lay Led Service
Mass for Jim Morrissey by Joanne Morrissey

Feb. 18th
Feb. 18th
Feb. 18th

9:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro
St. Thomas More, Pugwash
St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Mass for

Feb. 18th

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Margo Anderson by Barry Anderson

1st Sunday of LENT Weekday Schedule
Feb. 21st 9:00 am
Feb. 22nd 9:00 am
Feb. 23rd 9:00 am

Holy Family, Amherst
Holy Family, Amhestt
Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Linda Nugent by Liz McGregor
Mass for Nellie Shannon by Ken Gouchie
Mass for Andy Andrews by Blanche Andrews

2nd LENT Sunday Masses and Lay Led Services
Feb. 24th
Feb. 24th
Feb. 24th
Feb. 25th
Feb. 25th
Feb. 25th

4:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
Holy Family, Amherst
St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro
St. Thomas More, Pugwash
St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Feb. 25th

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Mass for Nellie Shannon by Pearl Gould
Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Mass for Dora Jean Crowe whose birthday was Feb 21st by Sandy
Crowe.

COUNTY AND COMMUNITY FAMILY!
REQUEST

FOR

ROSARIES: 2018

If you have old rosaries not being
used, please drop off in the box
“Rosary Donations” on the Prayer
Wall table in the gathering area.
Thank you to all who have already
dropped off . We are truly grateful!

Lenten

Video

Series,

We are looking to host a “‘luck and
lent” event at Holy Family after the
Sunday Mass, at 12:45pm on Feb.25th,
March 2nd and March 18th. This will be
a time to discuss and share ideas from
the Video Series from our Bishop
Mancini.

Before each ‘luck, each person watch the video at home or using
a church computer. Watch, listen and review the videos, then
PUGWASH FOOD BANK DRIVE:
come and join the discussion on the above dates, bring a bag
Johnny Cash Birthday Party!
lunch for yourself, or bring a dish to share with others. We will
On Friday February 23, from 11 am—2pm, be sharing our thoughts on the videos and ideas from our community with the Archdiocese.
there will be a food drive for the Open Hamper
Food Bank at Pugwash Co-op. February 26th is LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE SCHEDULE:
Johnny Cash’s birthday and he was the famous
Man in Black -“ I wear the black for the poor Streets Ridge: Saturday, Mar. 3rd 3:30—4pm before 4pm Mass
and the beaten down, living in hopeless, hungry side of town” Pugwash: Sunday, Mar. 11th 10—10:30am after 9am Mass
Johnny Cash LOVED bologna, so we will offer FREE bologna Parrsboro: Thurs, Mar.15th, 5:45—6:30 pm before 6:30pm Mass
sandwiches and birthday cake with black icing to all shoppers.
R.Hebert: Sat., Mar. 17th, 3:20 pm– 4pm before the 4pm Mass
Fundraiser for St. John the Baptist: Clare Canning has recorded a CD of music, and offered it as a fundraiser for the church.
The CD, “My Heart With Love” will go on sale the end of March
for $20. Contact Cathy Fisher, (Clare’s sister), at 902-597-3923
or Clare at 902-597-2886. There will only be a limited quantity
made available. Please help support St. John the Baptist.

Springhill: Sunday, Mar. 18th 10—10:30am after 9 am Mass
Amherst: Sunday Mar. 18th 2-3:30pm

HAIL MARY CHALLENGE: Hail Mary’s in February for the Sick,
for caregivers and responders there to assist those who are sick
and suffering. Let us continue to pray for the sick this month.
We are at 2, 091,213 Hail Mary’s.

Belonging To Our Family!
Welcome Home—Are you looking for a new parish, or returning to your home after some time? We welcome you home and
hope you will continue your faith journey with us. Please fill in the form, drop in collection basket or bring into the office, and our
“Welcome Home Team” will be in touch!

Count Me In: Have you ever completed a REGISTRATION FORM as a parishioner of Holy Family Parish? We are noticing that some
individuals who are here very regularly, are not in our parish directory. As well, mailing addresses, emails or phone numbers for a
number of parishioners are not up-to-date. If you don’t remember completing a form or have been with the parish more than 3
years, or have new contact information, we ask that you complete this form below and drop it in the collection baskets at Mass.

Holy Family Parishioner Registration Form
Name(s): _______________________________________(Add Additional Names on Back)
Phone ______________________________Are you on Facebook? Yes / No
Email _________________________________ Permission to email Yes / No
Address _________________________________________________Postal Code__________
Would you like church envelopes? Yes / No
Would you like information about Pre-Authorized Payments? Yes / No

Welcome to all
Newcomers!!
Place this form it in the
collection and If you have
any questions call us at
(902) 667-2523.

Our Welcome TEAM
will be in touch with
you!

