“WE WELCOME, WE WORSHIP,
WE WITNESS”
Holy Family Parish, Amherst NS
February 25th, 2018 2nd Sunday of LENT

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Mark 9;2-10

Holy Family Office (902) 667-2523
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Deacon Howard Gotell

This week we are looking at our thoughts for LENT, based on an approach of viewing the 40days in a
“Upward to Jesus, Inward to ourselves and Outward to others” learning and experience. This week
we continue on the “Upward” relationship with GOD. The 2nd Sunday of LENT is about the Transfiguration. Most of us know the “gist” of what the Transfiguration represents for our faith. I wonder if
we are a bit vague if we were to describe or explain it to someone else or what it represents in our
faith. The Transfiguration has Jesus raised up by GOD and surrounded by Moses and Elijah in front of
three of the disciples. GOD shows the disciples, Peter, James and John, Jesus’ true nature as the Son of GOD. As he was raised
to the sky by GOD, Jesus appearance and clothes are “transfigured” and they hear the voice of GOD confirming “This is my Son,
the Beloved; listen to Him!”. It is impossible to really know how any of us would act in this situation. One thing you would
think, that all doubt about who is Jesus, would be erased completely. Transfiguration is about HOPE. Jesus knew that the journey these disciples had yet to experience. He knew the disciples and His followers would experience doubt and anger; feeling
lost as they experience the Passion, the coming death of Jesus on the cross. They would need, when this all passed, to find
HOPE to go forward to do what still needed to be done. HOPE. There are many times in our lives when we are facing painful
challenges or facing an unwanted change in our life that is foreign, scary and lonely. It is at these times we all look for HOPE,
look for someone who understands, someone to journey with us as we face this new place,
someone who can say “it will be okay”. HOPE is described in the dictionary as “a feeling of
expectation and desire for something to happen; a feeling of trust; the desire for something to happen”. In this case, the HOPE came first, so that the disciples would be comforted that GOD was with them, Jesus was with them and that they would never be alone,
no matter what they faced on earth. “This is my chosen Son; listen to Him”. The Readings
have a message of HOPE. Abraham being tested by GOD to bring his only son, (the son he
prayed for and waited a lifetime to come into his life!!), to be a sacrifice for GOD. In Romans we are challenged with questions; “If GOD is for us, who is against us? GOD did not withhold His own Son, but gave Him
up for all of us, will He not with Him also give us everything else? This is HOPE and how loved we are by GOD. Do we have
the belief, love, faith and HOPE in GOD that we would bring our only Son to the table of sacrifice? Me? No! But it is a very
clear picture of the kind of love that GOD has for us, the kind of reward we have for us, if we choose. This week we have enjoyed so many wonderful blessings; our uplifting Tuesday Luncheon, the faithful Little Rock studies continuing, the positive Living Your Strengths experience and a successful Friendship Club. Each of these experiences are, in many ways, examples of a
“ministry in HOPE”. Our Tuesday Luncheon provides a warm meal, a safe place and new friendships that have given all of us
HOPE in people and sharing life together. The Living Your Strengths and Little Rock are both examples of us taking different
opportunities to understand ourselves better, but even more, what GOD has planned for us here. The Friendship Club has become a place of HOPE and JOY, having individuals coming in from “their journey” to share some laughter, music, snacks and the
fellowship with others who are in need of this HOPE and JOY in their life too. In all these experiences this week, there have
been many wonderful moments where we saw/felt GOD in others eyes, actions and sharing in others. It was not bright lights,
“transformed clothes”, or past “heroes of our faith” being brought to our attention, but if we paid attention very closely, we
see, hear and experience GOD’s presence and His reminder of how much He loves us. HOPE in our GOD. God Bless, glenna xo

WELCOME AND BLESSINGS

Please Park in Holy Family parIf you are not of the Catholic faith, we welcome ish spots, not the PRIVATE parkyou to our Family. Feel free to come up at Com- ing for apartments. Help Us Be
munion, cross your arms and receive a blessing
Good Neighbors! Thank You!
from Fr Craig or Deacon Howard.

LENTEN JOURNEY
March 25th—Palm Sunday
March 29th—Holy Thursday Mass 7 pm
March 30th—Good Friday
Way of the Cross around town 11 am
Good Friday Service 3 pm
March 31st—Easter Vigil 8pm
April 1st—Easter Sunday

LENTEN VIDEO SERIES:
LENTEN Reconciliation Times:

There will be a time after Mass at 12:45pm

Streets Ridge: Saturday, Mar. 3rd 3:30—4pm

for “‘Luck and LENT” for a light meal and

Pugwash: Sunday, Mar. 11th 10—10:30am
Parrsboro: Thurs, Mar.15th, 5:45—6:30 pm
R.Hebert: Sat., Mar. 17th, 3:20 pm– 4pm
Springhill: Sunday, Mar. 18th 10—10:30am
Amherst: Sunday Mar. 18th 2-3:30pm

group discussion on March 4th and 18th.
Bring a bag lunch or something to share with
the group. See more details on the back of
the bulletin. LET US KNOW YOUR INTER-

WAY OF THE CROSS

EST—Call office!!!.

6 pm :

Groups Leading the Way of the Cross
March 2nd—Knights of Columbus 3rd/4th
March 9th—Adult Choirs
March 16th— Stewardship Team
March 23rd—Youth Group
March 30th— 11 am SSVP walk TOWN

LENTEN JOURNEY—WAY OF THE CROSS
AROUND TOWN—March 30th at 11 am
The Faith Development Team and the St. Vincent de Paul
Society are hosting at Holy Family, in partnership with the
Ministerial Association, our 2nd Way of the Cross around
Town. We will be returning to the streets of Amherst and
bring awareness to the needs of others; in our neighborhood, in our town, in our parish and in our families, who
are not even receiving the basics needs of survival; food,
safe home, good health, dignity, etc. We will start at 11an
in the church, a walk of about 30 mins, returning to the
church for a closing prayer and some refreshments.

Please consider joining us!

DEVELOPMENT & PEACE WK TWO:
Building Cultural and Religious Tolerance in
Lebanon: During this 2nd week of Lent, we focus on the Organization Adyan, a D&P partner
that contributes to peace in the Middle
East by fostering cultural and religious
tolerance. Adyan offers a wide range
of programs, including conferences, training sessions and workshops on peace, reconciliation
and coexistence.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:
In February, Hail Mary's prayed are for
those sick and suffering, and their caregivers. You can still pass in your count
for the # of Hail Mary’s prayed. Drop in
the basket at the doors of the church .

PARISH LIFE, FAMILY LIFE
CWL NEWS:
Next Regular:
March 14th, at 5:30 pm
The next meeting will be our Rice Meal and a taking up a collection for Development & Peace.
World Day of Prayer 2018: Last year
hosted here at Holy Family, will be held
on March 2nd at 2pm at Christ Church.
After the service there will be light refreshments in the hall. Let us support
this wonderful service with our Christian
Brothers & Sisters, near and far!!
STEWARDSHIP: LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS:
#2—LYS Session will be in April - taking names
We have 2 spots remaining
Please contact the Office as soon as possible to register 902-667
-2523. You will need to pick up the book and complete a short
survey before the session begins, so check in with us today!

Knights
of Columbus
Knights BINGO on Sundays/Mondays at 6:45pm at the Knights
Hall at 5 Robie St., Amherst. Come join the fun!
Regular Meeting—4th Thursday of Month
(returning for March 22nd at 7pm)
4th Degree Meetings—1st Thursday of Month
(returning March 1st at 7pm)

Knights Breakfast MARCH 10th, 2018
Join us for the next Knights Breakfast on February 10th from 8-11am. Cost is $6.00 for a delicious and filling breakfast, served with love!

Society of St. Vincent de Paul:
MISSION - The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul is
a lay Catholic organization whose mission is: To live
the Gospel message by serving Christ in the poor
with love, respect, justice and joy.

Why sign up and be a part of the
Living Your Strengths experience?

VALUES - The Mission of the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
implies that as Vincentians we; see Christ in anyone who
This is a great opportunity to identify your TOP 5 strengths suffers, come together as a family, have personal contact with
based on 34 total strengths, and then learn how these TOP the poor and help in all possible ways.

5 strengths help you to find a pathway to your “vocation” M&M Choir February Practises :
in life, understanding better your purpose and your gifts.
March 4th at 6pm in the Church
Our mission is to enrich parishioners awareness and underFaith Development News: YOUTH
standing of their unique God-given gifts, and the unique
gifts of others, for enhancing their home, work, community Family Session Feb 25th at 10 am bringand spiritual lives. The primary goal is to enhance the
ing our Faith Development youth and their families to
sense of belonging we each feel within the parish commu- learn about laying our burdens and sins at the feet of Jenity while increasing our individual levels of engagement.
sus. Working on the Cross for their Lenten Journey to take
Friendship Club:
home and placing their burdens on the cross
February 21st from 1—3 pm, is our 4th Club
Family Mass follows Family Session at 11:15am Mass
day and we are looking forward to many new
faces. The Friendship Club is 2 hours of muNext Family Session and Mass: March 25th, Palm Sunday
sic, snacks and new friendships being made. The Friendship
Club is every 3rd Wednesday each month and the next dates are
SACRAMENTS DATES FOR PLANNING PURPOSES:
March 21st and April 18th, so you can mark your calendar!!
Reconciliation/Gr 2 — May 5th, 2018, Saturday at 10 am

May 20th, 2018 Sunday at 11:15 am
1st Eucharist /Gr 3 — May 27th, 2018 Sunday at 11:15 am
Confirmation

—

Thank you to our Teachers/ Assistants and Committee!!

BEING GOOD STEWARDS OF GOD’S BLESSINGS!
Collection Weekly Update Meetings and Happenings—FEBRUARY /MARCH 2018
Weekend February 17/18th
Envelopes
Loose
Pre-Authorized
Children

Feb. 25th

$1,910.00
$108.25
$1,553.00
$3.00 Feb. 26th

Total: $3,574.25
SSVP

$337.85

Feb. 27th

Initial ‘18 Offering

$25.00

Lenten Folders

$95.00

Pro-Life: Diocesan

$20.00

Fuel Offering

$40.00 Mar. 1st

Feb. 28th

Funny Thought:
Mar 2nd

Mar. 3rd

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun
Mon
Mon
Tues
Tues
Wed
Wed
Wed
Thurs
Thurs
Thurs
Fri
Fri
Fri
Fri
Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

LENTEN JOURNEY TOGETHER AS ONE!
10 am
FAMILY SESSION
11:15 am
FAMILY MASS
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
NO M&M PRACTISE
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
7 pm
St.Vincent de Paul Society Mtg
11:30 am
Tuesday Luncheon
7 pm
Little Rock Scriptures #4/ Psalms
9 am
Weekday Mass
10:00 am
Living Your Strengths #3 Final
7 pm
PASTORAL PARISH COUNCIL
9 am
Weekday Mass
7 pm
Prayer Group Night
7 pm
GOD SQUAD ; Youth Group Night
9 am
Weekday Mass
10:30 am
Liturgy Committee Meeting
6 pm
WAY OF THE CROSS – Knights host
7—9pm
Chase the Ace
10 am
FAMILY SESSION
11:15 am
FAMILY MASS
6:45 pm
Knights BINGO
6 pm
M&M Practise

MacIntyre Hall
Church
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
St. Charles/ Nativity Rm
MacIntyre Hall
St. Charles/ Nativity Rm
Church
Driscoll Room
Driscoll Room
Church
Church
MacIntyre Hall
Church
Driscoll Room
Church
MacIntyre Hall
MacIntyre Hall
Church
Knights Hall, 5 Robie St.
Church

Fundraising and Fun for the Future!
Holy Family Parish LOONIE DRAW Next Draw Feb 25th

Feb. 18th Winning #166—PLASSY RODRIQUES
$ 83.00was her WIN. How Much Will You Win??
WHAT TO DO??
--Any Numbers that have NOT been played since September
1st, will be removed on March 1st. - Numbers are sold before/after Sat/Sun Mass. Your number can be played weekly at
the office.—Prepay each week, a few weeks or to the end of
December 2018. House rules are available at the office.

PARISH FUNDRAISER: “Living With Christ Subscriptions”
Order a new subscription or renew your present subscription on the RED FORMS on the gathering
area tables, and Holy Family will receive
$10.00 for every new subscription and
$2.00 for any renewal subscription. Complete the form and drop into the office to
Evelyn
Deadline: March 1st, 2018 Thank You!!
2017 INCOME TAX RECEIPTS: Please Pick Up

Chase The Ace
Feb 16th Winner : BRENDA MCINNIS
took home $243.00 There are 30 Cards remaining. Next ACE Draw— Feb. 23rd/18

JACKPOT ESTIMATED: $

8,400.00

Entertainment Line-Up
Mar 2nd
Drew Moore
Mar 9th
Peter Frenett
Mar 16th
Hooligan’s Ruff
Mar 23rd
Steve Leblanc/ Basil Hicks

Your Income Tax Receipts before or after Mass
in the gathering area. Thank You!!

MARCH 1st—YOUTH FUNDRAISER The
Youth will be selling our Holy Family Cookbooks
with homemade dishcloths to raise money for
Youth Programs. Each weekend there will be a
display for you to pick up yours, or as a nice gift
for someone, for Easter, as a housewarming gift
or just “thinking about you!” Cost $20.00

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS!
March 4th, 2018 Readings
3rd Sunday of LENT
1st Reading:
2nd Reading:
Gospel:

for Those In Need:
Please keep these individuals and their families in
your prayers at this time:

Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1: 18, 22 - 25
John 3:16

BRIAN RICHARDS
brother of Veronica Richards

PRAYER LINE—In need of prayer support? Start a prayer chain May these individuals, and those in our families

of love and support for a loved one or for prayers for yourself, who are ill, be able to find healing, peace and comfort from the
call 902-597-8313 or Post your intentions on the Prayer Wall or Lord.
in Prayer Box in gathering area. Special prayers can be included May they know that their Holy Family family is praying for them
in Prayers of the Faithful at Mass call the office.
May they experience the Grace of God in their illness and the
healing of the Lord’s hands, as He holds them in care. You are
Mary, Mother of Mercy
never alone in your illness or your life.
Prayer Group:

We invite you to join Prayer
Group Nights on Thursday
Nights at 7pm in the Church.
Together we join music, fellowship and prayer to support,
encourage and be in our faith
with each other. As we continue to grow and as new people
come to find out what we are all about, we have had to
move to more space in the church for our gatherings.
This is a wonderful blessing. All Are Welcomed!

Our Deep and Sincere Condolences
...To all Parishioners who have experienced the loss
of a loved one and to the friends and family of;

JOHN FAGEN
“Eternal life grant onto your child O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.”
As a prayerful reminder of a loved one, light a candle in the gathering area, for 75c and support the
activities here at Holy Family.

Cumberland County Mass and Lay Services!
2nd LENT Sunday Masses and Lay Led Services
Feb. 24th
Feb. 24th
Feb. 24th

4:00 pm
6:30 pm
6:00 pm

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
Holy Family, Amherst

Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Mass for Nellie Shannon by Pearl Gould

Feb. 25th
Feb. 25th
Feb. 25th

9:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro
St. Thomas More, Pugwash
St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service

Feb. 25th

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Dora Jean Crowe for birthday on Feb 21st by Sandy Crowe.

2nd Sunday of LENT Weekday Schedule
Feb 28th 9:00 am
Feb 29th 9:00 am
Mar 1st 9:00 am

Holy Family, Amherst
Holy Family, Amherst
Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for Moe Lamirande by Peter Belliveau
Mass for Linda Nugent by Pam & Ken Haley
Mass for John Boyle by Bernadette & Ron Haylock

3rd LENT Sunday Masses and Lay Led Services
Mar 2nd
Mar 2nd
Mar 2nd
Mar 3rd
Mar 3rd
Mar 3rd

4:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:00 pm
9:00 am
9:00 am
11:00 am

St. Paul the Apostle, River Hebert
St. Cornelius, Streets Ridge
Holy Family, Amherst
St. Brigid’s, Parrsboro
St. Thomas More, Pugwash
St. John the Baptist, Springhill

Lay Led Service
Mass for John Lynch / Reconciliation 3:30—4 pm
Mass for Marie Bourque by Rachelle & David Dow
Mass for Frances & Roland Willigar
Lay Led Service
Lay Led Service

Mar 3rd

11:15 am

Holy Family, Amherst

Mass for John Boyle by Liz McGregor

COUNTY : COMMUNITY : FAMILY!
REQUEST

FOR

ROSARIES: 2018

If you have old rosaries not being
used, please drop off in the box
“Rosary Donations” on the Prayer
Wall table in the gathering area.
Thank you to all who have already
dropped off . We are truly grateful!
Family in Need Together: Do you have a family member who
is in the hospital, moved from home to a Nursing Home Facility
or just at home but ill? Our Ministry of Care & Compassion is a
team of individuals who are a support and a connection between the lives of those in need between Monday—
Friday….with their faith family that is here on the weekends.
Everyone wants to be counted and valued...too many are forgotten! Please let us know if we can set up a visit to have tea,
help with some errands, sit and listen or play some cards. Contact the office with information, Evelyn at 902-667-2523.
Fundraiser for St. John the Baptist: Clare Canning has recorded a CD of music, and offered it as
a fundraiser for the church. The CD, “My Heart
With Love” will go on sale the end of March for
$20. Contact Cathy Fisher, (Clare’s sister), at 902-597-3923 or
Clare at 902-597-2886. There will only be a limited quantity
made available. Please help support St. John the Baptist.

Lenten

Video

Series,

We are looking to host a “‘luck and
lent” event at Holy Family after the
Sunday Mass, at 12:45pm on Feb.25th,
March 2nd and March 18th. This will be
a time to discuss and share ideas from
the Video Series from our Bishop
Mancini.

Before each ‘luck, each person watch the video at home or using
a church computer. Watch, listen and review the videos, then
come and join the discussion on the above dates, bring a bag
lunch for yourself, or bring a dish to share with others. We will
be sharing our thoughts on the videos and ideas from our community with the Archdiocese.

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE SCHEDULE:
Streets Ridge: Saturday, Mar. 3rd 3:30—4pm before 4pm Mass
Pugwash: Sunday, Mar. 11th 10—10:30am after 9am Mass
Parrsboro: Thurs, Mar.15th, 5:45—6:30 pm before 6:30pm Mass
R.Hebert: Sat., Mar. 17th, 3:20 pm– 4pm before the 4pm Mass
Springhill: Sunday, Mar. 18th 10—10:30am after 9 am Mass
Amherst: Sunday Mar. 18th 2-3:30pm

HAIL MARY CHALLENGE: Hail Mary’s in February for the Sick,
for caregivers and responders there to assist those who are sick
and suffering. Let us continue to pray for the sick this month.
We are at 2, 091,213 Hail Mary’s.

Belonging To Our Family!
Welcome Home—Are you looking for a new parish, or returning to your home after some time? We welcome you home and
hope you will continue your faith journey with us. Please fill in the form, drop in collection basket or bring into the office, and our
“Welcome Home Team” will be in touch!

Count Me In: Have you ever completed a REGISTRATION FORM as a parishioner of Holy Family Parish? We are noticing that some
individuals who are here very regularly, are not in our parish directory. As well, mailing addresses, emails or phone numbers for a
number of parishioners are not up-to-date. If you don’t remember completing a form or have been with the parish more than 3
years, or have new contact information, we ask that you complete this form below and drop it in the collection baskets at Mass.

Holy Family Parishioner Registration Form
Name(s): _______________________________________(Add Additional Names on Back)
Phone ______________________________Are you on Facebook? Yes / No
Email _________________________________ Permission to email Yes / No
Address _________________________________________________Postal Code__________
Would you like church envelopes? Yes / No
Would you like information about Pre-Authorized Payments? Yes / No

Welcome to all
Newcomers!!
Place this form it in the
collection and If you have
any questions call us at
(902) 667-2523.

Our Welcome TEAM
will be in touch with
you!

